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Achieving Unique and Sustainable Landscape Designs

By Kendall Hopwood

The lush landscape of greater Scattle defines the region as
much as its coffee culture and nostalgic association with grunge.
And for Tom Barrett, President and founder of Environmental
Construction, Inc. (ECI), bringing the area’s natural beauty to
residential gardens and public spaces alike is what defines — and
drives — him.

Since moving to Seattle in 1979, Tom has been designing
and developing landscapes. With a close-knit, cross-trained
staff, ECI is able “to do everything outside the four walls
of the house,” according to Tom. From initial consultation
and ideation to the actual site work and construction, ECI’s
designers, carpenters and landscape technicians create
idyllic retreats.

Whether a finished or a phased garden, ECTis well versed in

interfacing with architects, builders and residential clients to
create functional, beautiful, enduring outdoor spaces.

Hands on in his approach, Tom — or any one of ECI’s employ-
ces — is just as likely to be found kneeling in the dirt, planting
perennials or navigating an excavator as he is to be importing or
exporting computer-aided drafting files or completing a change
order. The team’s versatility keeps ECI nimble and able to tackle
projects of any size or scope.

An exceptional example of ECI’s turnkey abilities is the home
of a Seattle-area couple. ECI’s comprehensive services included
a custom fence, entry arbor and pergola, which gracefully stand
guard at the front of the house. Dimensional Pennsylvania
bluestone was cut and mortared onto concrete rat slabs in the

driveway, walkways and back patio, adding a distinctive warmth

Diverting natural gas from the outdoor pool heater allowed ECI to create a warm rest stop on the way to and from the swimming pool.
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and charm. In addition to setting eleva-
tions under all the rat slabs, ECI handled
irrigation, low-voltage lighting, planting
plans and flagstone walks.

ECI returns to the home several times
yearly to provide garden stewardship.
They check functionality of low-voltage
lighting and irrigation and assess the health
and vitality of plantings; trees and shrubs
are pruncd to ensure opti_mal structurc
and form, and planting beds and pots are
seasonally updated with vibrant colors.

Taking a holistic approach to each in-
dividual project, ECl is able to fill a wide
range of needs. Lori Beehner, Logistic
Manager and an employee since 2004,
notes, “ECI is unique in our willingness
and ability to take on every type of proj-

ect. No matter how big or small, we can

Transforming a dysfunctional side yard into a comfortahle patio with pergola and a craftsman
fence, ECI created an inviting space for a pair of Kirkland homeowners to share their home-

brewed heer.
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Demonstrating Environmental Construction, Inc.'s turnkey services, this Seattle home
includes a custom fence, entry arbor and pergola designed and constructed by ECI. ECI
returns hiannually to provide garden stewardship.

L

|

il

doitall. Our crew is cross-trained and can
transition from carpentry to stonework
and so on.”

Another advantage of ECI’s spry team
is that one designer owns each project
from initial consultation to completion.
By stream]j_njng communication and pro-
viding a sense of continuity, Lori explains,
“client questions or concerns are ad-
dressed quickly and, if necessary, changes
can be made immediately on site.”

Digging deeperinto ECI’s methodology,
itis apparent that stewardship and sustain-
ability also stake a huge claim. Staying
away from short-term solutions, Tom
explains that ECI focuses first on crucial
landscape basics such as proper drainage
and soil amendment. Prudent plant selec-
tions (right plant, right place) and spacing
also contribute to the sustainability of
a garden and ensure plants will not be
overcrowded as they mature. Materials for
structural clements are selected not only
for aesthetics, but longevity as well. With
these elements combined, ECI provides
“garden development that will stand up to

the test of time,” as Tom explains.
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Offering prime sunset viewing, this flagstone terrace replaced an
aging deck. The stairs lead to the lower lawn and gas-fueled rock
while offering an extra perch for sliy-gazers.

The Mercer Island landslide renovation project demonstrates
how ECI synchronizes with nature to create impactful, effective
and sustainable spaces. Aftera shifting hillside caused the failure
of a stone retaining wall at a Mercer Island home, ECI designed
aseries of serpentine stecl sheet walls that terrace (and stabilize)
the hillside.

Brion Henault, Design Manager, notes how the hillside stabili-
zation project not only rectified the landslide issue, but achieved
a bold statement that complements the home’s modernist tilt as
well: “After drainage and backfilling were completed, the ter-
races were planted with broad brushstrokes of color provided by
ornamental grasses and perermials. The contrast of rust orange
steel and chartreuse grasses combined with the fire red blooms
of Crocosmia is spectacular! .

Always up for a challenge, Brion adds, “We have proven that we
are able to work in difficult and sensitive sites — steep hillsides,
wetlands, wildlife corridors and even rooftops.”

While emphasizing sustainability, ECI is also particularly
tuned in to their clients’ needs. They work just as well with
a 10-year phased garden as they do with a finished one.
Envisioning first the uses of the space and how its function
will grow or change over time, Tom explains, “It’s important

to let form follow function.”
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To rehuild and stahilize this hillside without heavy eguipment, ECI
produced an engineered-approved design of a pipe pile and steel
sheet wall with plantings they installed to repair the slope.

Working closely with dlients, ECI is not only flexible enough
to accommodate any budget, but imaginative enough to picture
the infinite possibilities ofaspace. In addition to helping “people
balance their sense of aesthetics with their fiscal realities,” Tom
and his crew thrive when it comes to “finding alternate ways to
achieve the same end.”

Though he relishes the dynamic qualities of the design phase,
Tom adds, “The true joy comes when it’s time to build the gar-
den.” ECT's digitally savvy office enables the team to efficiently
plan so that more resources are allotted to the garden and to the
landscape itself,

With such a vast spectrum of capabilities — from water
features, irrigation, stonework and lighting to site work, con-
struction and plantings — ECI embodies true craftsmanship,
knowledge and dedication.

And in an “increasingly noisy” world where people in-
teract more and more through flat screen interfaces, Tom
notes, “Developing a garden sanctuary is just what humans
need to reconnect.” Without a doubt, ECI’s thoughtful,
vibrant outdoor spaces offer a blissful alternative to the
one-dimensional world. ’

To contact Environmental Construction, Inc., call (425) 803-9881,

e-mail injb @envcon.vt.com or visit www.envconst.com. Wl

environmentalconstruction,inc.

unique and inspired landscape desigis




